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Save the Rainforest
Everyone should work together to protect the rainforest.  Most people would be appalled to learn ninety acres of rainforest are destroyed every minute by deforestation and fires.  Among the human activities leading to this widespread deforestation are commercial logging, agriculture, mining, and oil exploration as well as small-scale subsistence activities, such as slash-and-burn agriculture, charcoal production, and firewood collection.  Fire is used as the primary method to clear forests for agriculture and development, a dangerous method that frequently escapes control and destroys large areas of forest.  Every year, 35 million acres of rainforest are destroyed, which is about the size of Wisconsin.  Rainforests once covered 14% of earth’s surface, but today, it’s at a mere 6%.  Experts estimate we lose 137 plant, animal, and insect species every day due to deforestation,  |  equaling about 50,000 species a year.  Many of these plant species have been proven to have some sort of healing powers, like healing deep wounds,  |  and providing cures for snakebites.  |  Some trees even produce latex rubber.  Also, 25% of all western pharmaceutical drugs are derived from compounds first discovered in the rainforest.  Because only 1% of rainforest plants have been studied, the chances are high for finding all kinds of cures for different diseases in the rainforest.  |  The worst part about destroying the rainforest is that it would actually be more profitable for companies to utilize the land.  Cattle operations yield land owner about $60 per acre if the timber is harvested, while the land is worth $400 per acre.  But if these renewable and sustainable resources were harvested, the land would yield the land owner 2,400 per acre, plus, the process would continue for years to come.
We need to take action.  If we don’t act now, experts estimate the entire remaining rainforests will be consumed in less than forty years.  Nearly half of the world's species of plants, animals and microorganisms will be destroyed or severely threatened over the next quarter century due to rainforest deforestation.  In our history, the US National Cancer Institute has identified 3000 plants active against cancer cells.  70% of these are found in the rainforest.  Most medicine men living in the rainforest are over the age of 70.  Each time one dies, it’s as if a library of information has burned down.
There are innumerable ways you can help rainforest.  More common actions include boycotting rainforest-depleting companies, using post-consumer-recycled paper, using gasoline/electric cars, and getting involved in a local preservation group.
With this plan, the rainforests would last for hundreds of years to come.  The main reason the rainforest is being destroyed is because governments need money to service their debts, squatters and settlers need money to feed their families, and companies need to make profits.  The simple fact is that the rainforest is being destroyed for the income and profits it yields.  With the plan I described earlier, there would no longer be problems concerning extinction in the rainforest.  |  For example, rosy periwinkles, which contain dozens of alkaloids and are used to treat childhood leukemia and Hodgkin’s disease, are just one of the potential rain forest plants with lifesaving medicinal properties that is in danger of extinction.  By purchasing the renewable and sustainable rainforest products and resources and demanding sustainable harvesting of these resources utilizing local communities and indigenous tribes of the rainforests, we all can be part of the solution so that the rainforests of the world and it's people can be saved.
There are seven preferred methods to help prevent rainforest destruction:  (1) Reduce your paper and wood consumption, (2) reduce your oil consumption, (3) reduce your beef consumption, (4) hold businesses accountable, (5) invest in rainforest communities, (6) support the grassroots, (7) or join RAN, the Rainforest Action Network.  |  RAN launched a nationwide boycott in 1985 against Burger King, which was importing cheap beef from the rainforests.  Burger King cancelled $35,000,000 worth of beef contracts.  |  Next, RAN launched a boycott against Mitsubishi which resulted in Mitsubishi Motor Sales America and Mitsubishi Electric America committing to unprecedented environmental reviews of their business activities.  |  A boycott was even launched against home improvement retailers, like Home Depot, who agreed to phase out the sale and use of wood from the Earth’s endangered forests.  Don’t forget, none of these victories would have been possible without the support of their members.  |  Probably the simplest way you can help the rainforest would be to go to www.saverainforest.net and click on leaf.  |  By doing so, you save 12.5 sq. ft., because sponsors look at how many people clicked, and invest more money for each click.  Around 1,229,350 total sq. ft. saved by using this website.  You can do this once each day for each computer you use in seconds.  |  At the Rainforest Action Network website, www.ran.org, you can find hundreds of ways you can preserve the rainforest.
